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Nashville, Tennessee

The following profile contains information on demographics, political figures, programs,
crime, drug use, and enforcement statistics.

Demographics 1

Ø Nashville/Davidson Population (2000 Census): 545,524
Ø Nashville/Davidson Race/Ethnicity (2000 Census): 64% white; 26.7% black/African

American; 0.3% American Indian/Alaska Native; 2.4% Asian; 0.1% Native
Hawaiian/Other Pacific Islander; 0.2% some other race; 1.7% two or more races;
4.7% Hispanic/Latino (of any race)

Ø The city of Nashville is located in Davidson County.

Politics
Ø Mayor: Bill Purcell2

Ø Metropolitan Council: Howard Gentry, Jr. (Vice Mayor and President)3

• Council Members at Large: David Briley; Adam Dread; Chris Ferrell; Carolyn
Baldwin Tucker; Leo Waters

• Council Members (Districts 1-35, respectively): Brenda Gilmore; Melvin Black;
Ron Nollner; Don Majors; Lawrence Hall; Eileen Beehan; Earl Campbell;
Lawrence Hart; James Dillard; Bettye Balthrop; Feller Brown; Phil Ponder; Tony
Derryberry; James Bruce Stanley; J.B. Loring; Amanda McClendon; Ronnie
Greer; Ginger Hausser; Ludye Wallace; Morris B. Haddox; Edward Whitmore;
Norma Hand; Bob Bogen; John Summers; Jim Shulman; Michele Arriola; Janis
Sontany; Jason Alexander; Saletta Holloway; Michael Kerstetter; Don Knoch;
Craig A. Jenkins; Ron Turner; Lynn Williams; Charlie Tygard.

Ø Chief of Police (Metro Nashville Police Department): Deputy Chief Deborah
Faulkner (Interim) 4

Ø Davidson County Sheriff: Daron Hall5

Programs/Initiatives
Ø Opening Doors (Alcohol and Drug Intake)6

This program is responsible for providing intake, assessment, referral to treatment,
and care coordination to persons with alcohol or drug problems who have no means
of paying for treatment services.

Ø Governor’s Community Prevention Initiative for Kids (GPI)7

This initiative has the following long-term goals: reduce teen substance use; reduce
teen pregnancy; reduce teen violence; and reduce school drop-out rates. This program
works with local agencies to provide services for at-risk children under age 13 and
their families living in East Nashville.

Federal Funding
Ø Drug-Free Communities Support Program grantees in Nashville:8

Since funding was first available through the Drug-Free Communities Support
Program in 1998, only one coalition in Nashville has received funding. In FY 1999,
$100,000 was awarded to the Alcohol and Drug Council for Middle Tennessee, Inc.
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Ø FY 2001 Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration Discretionary
Funds awarded to Nashville grantees:9

• Center for Mental Health Services
§ $2,000,000 to the Tennessee Department of Mental Health and Mental

Retardation, Children’s Services
§ $70,000 to Tennessee Voices for Children, Children’s Services Family

Network
§ $100,000 to Tennessee State Department of Mental Health and Mental

Retardation, Data Infrastructure Grants
§ $1,011,061 to Vanderbilt University, Homeless Families
§ $149,480 to Tennessee Voices for Children, School Action Grants
§ $499,994 to Vanderbilt University, Housing Initiative/SMI Coordinating

Center
• Center for Substance Abuse Prevention
§ $471,728 to Bethlehem Centers of Nashville, Minority HIV Prevention
§ $379,859 to Tennessee Department of Mental Health and Mental Retardation,

Community Initiated Intervention
§ $299,565 to Kids on the Block of Middle Tennessee, Minority HIV

Prevention
• Center for Substance Abuse Treatment
§ $491,696 to Tennessee Department of Health, State Treatment Needs

Assessment
§ $587,965 to Foundation Associates, Homeless Addictions Treatment
§ $320,541 to Metropolitan Interdenominational Church, HIV/AIDS Outreach
§ $364,655 to Vanderbilt Institute/Public Policy Studies, Community Treatment

Programs
§ $486,141 to Metropolitan Government of Nashville, Targeted Capacity

Expansion
§ $500,000 to Metropolitan Interdenominational Church, Targeted Capacity-

HIV/AIDS
§ $200,000 to Alcohol and Drug Counseling Middle Tennessee, Recovery

Community Support;
§ $499,995 to State Trial Courts-DCCC, Targeted Capacity Expansion

Ø Executive Office for Weed and Seed10

Nashville has not been officially recognized as a Weed and Seed site.
Ø There were no Nashville recipients of the FY 2002 Community Oriented Policing

Services (COPS) Methamphetamine Grant.11

Ø FY 2001 U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development’s Federally Assisted
Low-Income Housing Drug Elimination Grant awarded to Nashville:12

• $125,000 to the Urban Housing Solutions
Ø FY 2002 Office of Justice Programs Drug Court Grant awarded in Nashville:13

• $500,000 to the Office of the Courts- Williamson County for implementation
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Crime and Drug-Related Crime
Ø During 2000, the crime index total in Nashville was 48,590.14 This number increased

in 2001 to 50,155.15 Preliminary data for 2002 revealed that the crime index total for
Nashville was 22,441 from January to June 2002.16

Index Offenses Known to Law Enforcement, Nashville, 2000-June 2002

Offense Type 2000 2001
Jan-June

2002
Murder and non-negligent manslaughter 72 64 33
Forcible rape 395 427 198
Robbery 2,201 2,521 988
Aggravated assault 6,233 6,063 3,016
Burglary 7,634 7,842 3,780
Larceny-theft 26,732 27,837 12,101
Motor vehicle theft 5,323 5,401 2,325
Arson 195 228 83
Crime index total 48,590 50,155 22,441

Ø During 2000, the Nashville Crime Suppression Unit executed 206 search warrants,
1,474 charges, and arrested 163 people on buy/bust operations. 17

Drugs
Ø Cocaine 18

Kilogram quantities of powder cocaine are only available in major metropolitan areas
such as Nashville. During 2000, a kilogram of powder cocaine cost $21,500.

Ø Club Drugs19

MDMA abuse is more common now in metropolitan areas such as Nashville.

Juveniles
Ø During 2001, 47% of high school students in Nashville reported using marijuana at

least once within their lifetime.20

Percent of High School Students Using Selected Drugs, Nashville, 2001
Drug Type and Use Female Male Total
Lifetime marijuana use 43% 51% 47%
Current marijuana use 22 28 25
Lifetime cocaine use 5 7 6
Current cocaine use 2 3 3
Lifetime use of inhalants 9 10 9
Current use of inhalants 2 3 2
Lifetime use of heroin 1 3 2
Lifetime methamphetamine use 4 6 5
Illegal steroid use 3 6 4
Lifetime injecting illegal drug use 1 2 1
Tired marijuana before age 13 years 8 16 12
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Enforcement
Ø As of October 31, 2001 there were 1,689 total law enforcement employees in

Nashville (1,256 officers and 433 civilians).21

Ø Metro Nashville Police Department, Crime Suppression Unit22

The Crime Suppression Unit concentrates on drug-related efforts such as buy-bust
arrests of street drug dealers; reverse drug stings; and deterrent saturation patrols in
designated Drug Watch Zones.

Trafficking and Seizures23

Ø Street gangs such as Bloods, Crips, Gangster Disciples, and Vice Lords are located in
Nashville and distribute wholesale quantities of powder cocaine as well as other
drugs.

Ø Caucasian criminal groups distribute powder cocaine.
Ø Marijuana produced in Tennessee is transported to Nashville for local distribution.
Ø Local independent Caucasian dealers in Nashville receive MDMA from wholesale

dealers in Southern Florida.
Ø Gang members of Mara Salvatrucha transport marijuana in private vehicles primarily

from California, Texas, and New York.

Courts24

Ø Drug Court
As of January 2003, there were 3 drug courts in operation or being planned in
Nashville. There was 1 drug court operating for over 2 years and 2 that were being
planned.

Corrections 25

Ø The Davidson County Sheriff’s Office has 3 main correctional facilities under its
control, including the Criminal Justice Center, the Hill Detention Center; and the
Correctional Work Center.

Treatment 26

Ø New Avenues
The Davidson’s Sheriff Office offers male offenders a 45-day program to combat
substance abuse. This program takes place in the Correctional Work Center.
Counselors work one-on-one in aggressive group therapy to prepare inmates to return
to society drug-free. The rate of repeat offenders dropped 49% among inmates who
have completed this program.

Sources
                                                                
1 Metropolitan Health Department of Nashville and Davidson County, Population Data:
http://healthweb.nashville.org/health_d_population_90_98.html
2 Metropolitan Government of Nashville and Davidson County, Mayor’s Web site:
http://www.nashville.gov/mayor/index.htm
3 Metropolitan Government of Nashville and Davidson County, Metropolitan Council Members’ Web site:
http://www.nashville.gov/council/council_roster.html

http://healthweb.nashville.org/health_d_population_90_98.html
http://www.nashville.gov/mayor/index.htm
http://www.nashville.gov/council/council_roster.html
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4 Metropolitan Nashville Police Department, “Deputy Chief Faulkner named Interim Chief of Police
effective April 1,” March 13, 2003:
http://www.police.nashville.org/news/2003/03132003_interim_chief_named.htm
5 Davidson County Sheriff's Office Web site: http://www.nashville-sheriff.net/
6 Metropolitan Health Department of Nashville and Davidson County, Health Services Administration and
Planning, Opening Doors: http://healthweb.nashville.org/hsa/hsa_opening_doors.html
7 Metropolitan Health Department of Nashville and Davidson County, Governor’s Community Prevention
Initiative for Kids (GPI): http://healthweb.nashville.org/hae/hae_gov.html
8 Drug-Free Communities Support Program Web site, Tennessee grantees:
http://ojjdp.ncjrs.org/dfcs/states/tn.html
9 Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration, FY 2001 Discretionary Funds, Tennessee:
http://www.samhsa.gov/funding/funding.html
10 Executive Office for Weed and Seed Data Center, Tennessee:
http://www.weedandseeddatacenter.org/tennessee.html
11 Department of Justice Office of Community Oriented Policing Services , FY 2002 Methamphetamine
Grant Announcements, November 14, 2002:
http://www.cops.usdoj.gov/pdf/GrantAnnounce/meth_grantees.pdf
12 Department of Housing and Urban Development, FY 2001 Federally Assisted Low Income Housing Drug
Elimination Grants: Detailed Congressional Report:
http://www.hud.gov/content/releases/drugelimination.pdf
13 Bureau of Justice Assistance, FY 2002 Office of Justice Programs Drug Court Grants:
http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/BJA/grant/DrugCourts/02DCgrants.htm
14 Federal Bureau of Investigation, Crime in the United States 2000, October 2001:
http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/00cius.htm
15 Federal Bureau of Investigation, Crime in the United States 2001, October 2002:
http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/01cius.htm
16 Federal Bureau of Investigation, Preliminary Semiannual Uniform Crime Report, January - June 2002,
December 2002: http://www.fbi.gov/pressrel/pressrel02/02ciusprelim.htm
17 Metro Nashville Police Department, Crime Suppression Unit Web site:
http://www.police.nashville.org/bureaus/investigative/crime_suppression_unit.htm
18 National Drug Intelligence Center, Tennessee Drug Threat Assessment, May 2002:
http://www.usdoj.gov/ndic/pubs1/1017/1017p.pdf
19 Ibid.
20 Metropolitan Health Department, 2001 Youth Risk Behaviors of Nashville’s Youth:
ftp://ftp.nashville.gov/web/health/web_docs/pdf_copies/yrbs/NEW_YRBS_Report_Final.pdf
21 Federal Bureau of Investigation, Crime in the United States 2001, October 2002:
http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/01cius.htm
22 Metro Nashville Police Department, Crime Suppression Unit Web site:
http://www.police.nashville.org/bureaus/investigative/crime_suppression_unit.htm
23 National Drug Intelligence Center, Tennessee Drug Threat Assessment, May 2002:
http://www.usdoj.gov/ndic/pubs1/1017/1017p.pdf
24 Office of Justice Programs, Drug Court Clearinghouse and Technical Assistance Project, Summary of
Drug Court Activity by State and County, January 8, 2003
25 Davidson County Sheriff’s Office, Correctional Facilities: http://www.nashville.org/sheriff/facility.html
26 Davidson County Sheriff’s Office, New Avenues: http://www.nashville.org/sheriff/newavenues.html
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http://www.fbi.gov/pressrel/pressrel02/02ciusprelim.htm
http://www.police.nashville.org/bureaus/investigative/crime_suppression_unit.htm
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